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The Selfish Giant
Read the A1 text first. It tells the story in simple English.
You can also read the original text. The links take you to the same part of the story.
Select a word to open a note. The word notes and culture notes use simple English.
This book is in English. It has no translations.
ESL Easy Read
Copyright
The Selfish Giant — Oscar Wilde
A1 Books — ESL Easy Read. General English edition.
Publisher: MicMac from Las Vegas LLC.
The original work is in the public domain.
AI content disclosure
This edition uses AI tools to help make the A1 text and notes. The publisher is responsible for this edition.
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A1 English
1. The Garden
Every afternoon, the children come home from school. On the way, they play in a big garden. The grass is soft and green. There are flowers and twelve fruit trees.
In spring, the trees have pink and white flowers. In autumn, there is lovely fruit. Birds sit in the trees and sing. The children stop their games and listen.
“We are so happy here!” they say.
The garden belongs to a giant. He is very big. He lives in a castle, but he is away. He is visiting a friend. He stays with this friend for seven years.
One day, the Giant comes home. He sees the children in his garden.
“What are you doing here?” he shouts.
The children are afraid. They run away.
“This is my garden,” the Giant says. “Only I can play here.”
He builds a high wall around the garden. He puts up a sign. It tells people to stay out. People who come in can be punished.
The Giant is selfish. He wants the garden only for himself.
Now the children have nowhere nice to play. They try the road, but it is full of stones. After school, they walk outside the high wall.
“We were so happy in that garden,” they say.
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The Selfish Giant
EVERY afternoon, as they were coming from school, the children used to go and play in the Giant’s garden.
It was a large lovely garden, with soft green grass. Here and there over the grass stood beautiful flowers like stars, and there were twelve peach-trees that in the spring-time broke out into delicate blossoms of pink and pearl, and in the autumn bore rich fruit. The birds sat on the trees and sang so sweetly that the children used to stop their games in order to listen to them. “How happy we are here!” they cried to each other.
One day the Giant came back. He had been to visit his friend the Cornish ogre, and had stayed with him for seven years. After the seven years were over he had said all that he had to say, for his conversation was limited, and he determined to return to his own castle. When he arrived he saw the children playing in the garden.
“What are you doing here?” he cried in a very gruff voice, and the children ran away.
“My own garden is my own garden,” said the Giant; “any one can understand that, and I will allow nobody to play in it but myself.” So he built a high wall all round it, and put up a notice-board.
TRESPASSERS WILL BE PROSECUTED
He was a very selfish Giant.
The poor children had now nowhere to play. They tried to play on the road, but the road was very dusty and full of hard stones, and they did not like it. They used to wander round the high wall when their lessons were over, and talk about the beautiful garden inside. “How happy we were there,” they said to each other.
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A1 Glossary
Glossary index
castle
English A1
A very large, strong building. Kings and queens often live in castles in old stories.
/ˈkæsəl/
Example: The garden belongs to a giant. He is very big. He lives in a castle, but he is away. He is visiting a friend. He stays with this friend for seven years.
A1 English: #4
giant
English A1
A very big person in a story about magic.
/ˈdʒaɪənt/
Example: The garden belongs to a giant. He is very big. He lives in a castle, but he is away. He is visiting a friend. He stays with this friend for seven years.
A1 English: #4
punish
English A1
To make someone pay or suffer because they did something wrong.
/ˈpʌnɪʃ/
Example: He builds a high wall around the garden. He puts up a sign. It tells people to stay out. People who come in can be punished.
A1 English: #9
selfish
English A1
Wanting things only for yourself.
/ˈsɛlfɪʃ/
Example: The Giant is selfish. He wants the garden only for himself.
A1 English: #10
sign
English A1
A board with words that tell people something.
/saɪn/
Example: He builds a high wall around the garden. He puts up a sign. It tells people to stay out. People who come in can be punished.
A1 English: #9
A1 Culture Notes
Contents

punish
English A1
To make someone pay or suffer because they did something wrong.
/ˈpʌnɪʃ/
Example: He builds a high wall around the garden. He puts up a sign. It tells people to stay out. People who come in can be punished.
Full note
selfish
English A1
Wanting things only for yourself.
/ˈsɛlfɪʃ/
Example: The Giant is selfish. He wants the garden only for himself.
Full note
castle
English A1
A very large, strong building. Kings and queens often live in castles in old stories.
/ˈkæsəl/
Example: The garden belongs to a giant. He is very big. He lives in a castle, but he is away. He is visiting a friend. He stays with this friend for seven years.
Full note
giant
English A1
A very big person in a story about magic.
/ˈdʒaɪənt/
Example: The garden belongs to a giant. He is very big. He lives in a castle, but he is away. He is visiting a friend. He stays with this friend for seven years.
Full note
sign
English A1
A board with words that tell people something.
/saɪn/
Example: He builds a high wall around the garden. He puts up a sign. It tells people to stay out. People who come in can be punished.
Full note
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