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The Gift of the Magi
Read the A1 text first. It tells the story in simple English.
You can also read the original text. The links take you to the same part of the story.
Select a word to open a note. The word notes and culture notes use simple English.
This book is in English. It has no translations.
ESL Easy Read
Copyright
The Gift of the Magi — O. Henry
A1 Books — ESL Easy Read. General English edition.
Publisher: MicMac from Las Vegas LLC.
The original work is in the public domain.
AI content disclosure
This edition uses AI tools to help make the A1 text and notes. The publisher is responsible for this edition.
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A1 English
1. One Dollar and Eighty-Seven Cents
Della counts her money. Then she counts it again. She has one dollar and eighty-seven cents. Tomorrow is Christmas, and this is all she has for Jim's present.
For months, she has tried to save a little money from the shopping. But food and the small flat cost money too. Jim now earns only twenty dollars a week. Before, he earned thirty.
Della sits on the old sofa and cries. She loves Jim. She wants to give him something beautiful, something special.
Their home is small and poor. Downstairs, the doorbell does not work. The name by the door is James Dillingham Young. But when he comes home, Della calls him Jim and puts her arms around him.
There are two things that they love to look at. Jim has a gold watch. It belonged to his father and his grandfather. Della has beautiful brown hair. It falls past her knees.
Now Della stops crying. She goes to the window. Outside, she sees a grey cat in a grey yard. Everything seems sad.
Then she turns quickly towards the mirror. She lets down her long hair. It falls around her like a brown coat.
For a moment, she looks at it. A few tears fall onto the carpet. Then she puts her hair up again, puts on her old hat and jacket, and goes out.
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The Gift of the Magi
One dollar and eighty-seven cents. That was all. And sixty cents of it was in pennies. Pennies saved one and two at a time by bulldozing the grocer and the vegetable man and the butcher until one’s cheeks burned with the silent imputation of parsimony that such close dealing implied. Three times Della counted it. One dollar and eighty-seven cents. And the next day would be Christmas.
There was clearly nothing to do but flop down on the shabby little couch and howl. So Della did it. Which instigates the moral reflection that life is made up of sobs, sniffles, and smiles, with sniffles predominating.
While the mistress of the home is gradually subsiding from the first stage to the second, take a look at the home. A furnished flat at $8 per week. It did not exactly beggar description, but it certainly had that word on the lookout for the mendicancy squad.
In the vestibule below was a letter-box into which no letter would go, and an electric button from which no mortal finger could coax a ring. Also appertaining thereunto was a card bearing the name “Mr. James Dillingham Young.” The “Dillingham” had been flung to the breeze during a former period of prosperity when its possessor was being paid $30 per week. Now, when the income was shrunk to $20, the letters of “Dillingham” looked blurred, as though they were thinking seriously of contracting to a modest and unassuming D. But whenever Mr. James Dillingham Young came home and reached his flat above he was called “Jim” and greatly hugged by Mrs. James Dillingham Young, already
introduced to you as Della. Which is all very good.
Della finished her cry and attended to her cheeks with the powder rag. She stood by the window and looked out dully at a grey cat walking a grey fence in a grey backyard. Tomorrow would be Christmas Day, and she had only $1.87 with which to buy Jim a present. She had been saving every penny she could for months, with this result. Twenty dollars a week doesn’t go far. Expenses had been greater than she had calculated. They always are. Only $1.87 to buy a present for Jim. Her Jim. Many a happy hour she had spent planning for something nice for him. Something fine and rare and sterling—something just a little bit near to being worthy of the honour of being owned by Jim.
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Glossary index
cent
English A1
A small amount of money. One hundred cents make one dollar.
/sɛnt/
Example: Della counts her money. Then she counts it again. She has one dollar and eighty-seven cents. Tomorrow is Christmas, and this is all she has for Jim's present.
A1 English: #1
earn
English A1
get money for doing work.
/ɜɹn/
Example: For months, she has tried to save a little money from the shopping. But food and the small flat cost money too. Jim now earns only twenty dollars a week. Before, he earned thirty.
A1 English: #2
flat
English A1
a home that is part of a larger building.
/flæt/
Example: For months, she has tried to save a little money from the shopping. But food and the small flat cost money too. Jim now earns only twenty dollars a week. Before, he earned thirty.
A1 English: #2
mirror
English A1
Glass that shows your face when you look into it.
/ˈmɪɹɚ/
Example: Then she turns quickly towards the mirror. She lets down her long hair. It falls around her like a brown coat.
A1 English: #7
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mirror
English A1
Glass that shows your face when you look into it.
/ˈmɪɹɚ/
Example: Then she turns quickly towards the mirror. She lets down her long hair. It falls around her like a brown coat.
Full note
cent
English A1
A small amount of money. One hundred cents make one dollar.
/sɛnt/
Example: Della counts her money. Then she counts it again. She has one dollar and eighty-seven cents. Tomorrow is Christmas, and this is all she has for Jim's present.
Full note
earn
English A1
get money for doing work.
/ɜɹn/
Example: For months, she has tried to save a little money from the shopping. But food and the small flat cost money too. Jim now earns only twenty dollars a week. Before, he earned thirty.
Full note
flat
English A1
a home that is part of a larger building.
/flæt/
Example: For months, she has tried to save a little money from the shopping. But food and the small flat cost money too. Jim now earns only twenty dollars a week. Before, he earned thirty.
Full note
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